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Rara temporum felicitas, ubi ſentire quap ve- 
lis, et quæ ſentias dicere licet. 4. 0 
Tacir. Hiſt. 


- 


| \ 8 it has been uſual, GeNTLEMEN, in 


ſocieties like this, for ſome member 
to expatiate on the occaſion of aſſembling, 
ſo there is a peculiar propriety in ſuch an 
addreſs, at the opening of a room for this 
purpoſe ; which is profeſſedly with an high- 
er view than that of mere unmeaning jo- 
B cularity, 
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cularity, the topics of local converſation, or 
an indulgence to diſorderly riot. 


To raiſe and ſtrengthen in our minds a 
fehſe of the ineſtimable privileges, with 
which as Britons and proteſtants we are fa- 
voured ; to pay the juſt tribute of applauſe 
to thoſe who have been, or are, the aſſer- 
tors of liberty, and illuſtrious benefactors of 
mankind ; to recount the ſignal interpofitions 
of providence in favour of our country, and 
ts bind ourſelves in the cords of loyalty and 
mutual ſervice to a conduct worthy of ſuch 
apprehenſions and bleſſings ; theſe are the 
important things before us, ---- the worthy 
and beneficial purpoſes of ſuch an inſtitu- 
tution. As it is not to be doubted but ſuch, 
Gentlemen, are your defigns in the preſent 
meeting, there is no need of an apology, to 
you, for an attempt ſo to improve it. To 
mtreat your candid allowances to my perfor- 
mance on the occaſion would imply a doubt 
of your good- nature. I want them too 
3 — much, 


(+ #9 
much, and know you too well, to ſupppoſe 
any ſolicitation thereof neceſſary. ----= Two 
of the greateſt bleſſings with which mankind 
can be favoured in this life are coi] and re- 
lgious liberty. They convey, if wiſely im- 
proved, all that is dear, excellent and haps 
py. For what are they, but the full al- 
lowance and protection of government, to 
exert our abilities of body and mind, to make 
ourſelves and others as happy as poſſible, in 
connection with the good of the community, 
to which our primary duties belong ? That 
induſtry and genius ſhould have their ampleſt 
play ; property its moſt inviolated ſecurity : 
that truth and reaſon may diſplay their beams, 
and ' ſpeak their generous meſſage, Wes 
interruption or reſtraint. . 


WiTnouT the ſmiles of civil liberty, 
what comfort can attend the largeſt poſſeſs 
ſions; what relieve the wearineſs of toil, or- 
prompt the ſtudious citizen to commercial 
endeavour, where all acquirements depend 
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41 
on ſo precarious a tenure as the will of a ty- 
rant, and the minions of lawleſs power? 


** Fell tyrants ſtrike beyond the bone, 
And wound the ſoul ; bow genius down: 
Logs virtue waſte! for worth or on wha 
ſtrain, ä 
Jo throw them qt a monſter's foot? 
Tiis property ſupports purſuit; 
Freedom gives eloquence, and freedom gain. 


And who that knows any thing of the 
pleaſure of inveſtigating truth; who hath 

any acquaintance with that code of wiſdom 
that was writ by the finger of heaven for 
the inſtruction and felicity of man; who 
that is ſenſible of the dignity of his rational 
nature, doth not abhor every ſpecies of men- 
tal oppreſſion ? Where this infernal monſter 
bears (way, the charter of celeſtial bleſſing 
is with-held from the 3 Should truth 
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ſee it deſcribed in the large characters af 


nels, and intolerable bondage, into the fall- 
eſt light of divine truth, be a favour of the 


A489 


with her friendly ray inform the mind, the 
tongue dares 1 not confeſs the approbation of · 
the heart; nor offer to the deity a volun- 
tary ſervice. Immediately the alarm of he+ 
reſy is ſpread, and the blood-hounds of per- 


ſecution let looſe to purſue the children of 


integrity to chains and death. We need 


but caſt our eye to the neareſt ſtate where 


this iniquitous ſyſtem preyails ; we need hug 
revolve the pages of our own hiſtory, and 


relen A fury and devaſtation, 


- 


| te When the red purple tyrant ery out 


Aer 


Ir then to be . from ſuch dark- 


higheſt nature and worth ! if to walk in our 
own fields, and within our families with 
enjoyment and quiet, be preferable ta the 

tate 


* 
ſtate of thoſe who dwell under the rod of 
arbitrary power, and hold their property, 


* Like the light down upon the thiſtle's 
beard, 
Which every breeze may part.“ 


Ir to engage with zeal, fortitude, and 
ſucceſs, to reſtore cr ſecure theſe rights 
of mankind, when invaded, conſtitutes an 
heroic and amiable character; it is the be- 
coming duty of thoſe who dwell in the land 
of liberty, to acknowledge the obligation ; 
to improve its light; to promote its cauſe ; 
to revere its diſtinguiſhed patrons ; and to 
rejoice with all its friends. 


Bor it is not my province to dilate on 
general remarks. We are called to cele- 
brate a particular character and event; and 
truly one of the brighteſt on the roll of glo- 
ry is that which obtains this remembrance, 
* Maſog. 
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viz. © the landing and happy revolution 
effected by WILLIAM III. 0 


I NEEPD not give you, Gentlemen, a long 
detail of circumſtances that preceded or ac< 
company'd this remarkable event. Your ac- 
quaintance with the hiſtory of your country 
teaches you the neceſſity and importance of 
it; and your experience, at this day, evin- 
ces the value and greatneſs of this tranſac- 
tion. 


FrxoM the beginning of the year 1685; 
to the latter end of 88, the throne of this 
kingdom was filled by a prince who had 
drank deep at the poiſon'd fountain of Ro- 
miſh ſuperſtition, and deſpotic power. Im- 
pell'd by that reſtleſs zeal to propagate her 
cauſe, and enſlave mankind, which is the 
offspring of popery, it was the invariablo 
aim of James II. to overturn the beauteous 
ſuperſtructure of proteſtantiſm and law. To 
effect this, nothing however unjuſt, how- 


ever 


(8) 

&ver inhumanly barbarous, was refuſed. A 
crowded catalogue of ſevere and lawleſs pro- 
ſecutions, arbitrary fines, and loathſome im- 
prifonments, particularly the confinement of 
the proteſtant prelates, and the impoſition 
of popiſh, may teſtify the abundant earneſt- 
neſs with which he laboured to deſtroy the 
eonſtitution; to preſerve which in its civil 
and religious purity, he had Juſt taken the 
moſt ſolemn oaths. 


AxD can nothing be done to avert this de- 
ſtruction which rolls tremendous onward ? 
Shall the abfurd doctrine of corrupt prieſts; 
and deſpicable flatterers, of paſſive obedience, 
and © the right divine of kings to govern 


. wrong.” reſtrain the arm of the virtuous from 


the defence of property, religion and life ? 


Happy was it, that as the motion of the 


king was fo violent; - ſo the fire kindled by 
its rapidity alarmed and excited the cares of 
all truè patriots. They apply to WILLIAM 
pence of ORANGE, and invite him to-rsfore 
a ſink- 


1 9 ) 
a ſinking nation. To him providence reſerv- 
ed the honour of accompliſhing that delive- 


rance. He came, he ſaw; and prieſtcraft 
and tyranny fled at his approach; ſuperſti - 
tition no longer repeated her diſmal ſound, . 
or ſhook her bloody ſcourge ; lau was reſto- 
red to its original ſplendor and majeſty, and 
the privileges of the people were acknows 
ledged and fixed upon the moſt folid founda - 
tion. Here may liberty date her firſt effec- 
tual eſtabliſhment ; for never till then was 
ſhe enthroned in all her dignity, and taught 
to extend her cheering influence to every in- 
dividual. To this period therefore ſhall her 

genuine ſons revert, with grateful delight ; 
and hail the hero in this proceeding of ho- 
your and virtue with the moſt cordial ap- 
plauſe. 


PrEjupics and partiality will calumniate 
the faireſt characters; or, as occaſion ſerves, - 
will lift the worthleſs to the pinnacle of fame. 
There is. none, I know, that has been at- 

| C tacked 


62 
tacked with greater virulence than the name 
we honour. Perfection is not the attribute 
of man ; nor will the warmeſt advocates for 
the revolution, take upon them to defend 
every action of his life. As they are too 
honeſt to deny the regard due to great deſer- 
ving, fo they are not cler-ſighted enough 
to diſcover that this is incumbent upon 
them. The principles on which the revo- 
lution was founded are the unalterable dic- 
tates of reaſon and good policy, the only 
ſupport of an equal and happy government; 
and as ſuch will ever remain impregnable to 
all afaults. Nor let this remark be conſtru- 
ed as any prudential conceſſion to the injury 
of a truly noble character. Notwithſtand- 
ing that torrent of abuſe which, in tines 
leſs happy, as more bigotted, hath been 
thrown upon him; and the late attacks 
which have been made in the fame, caule ; 
I] am perſuaded there will appear to every 
inquirer into the life and reign, of W1LL1- 


AM III. the moſt ſolid evidences of a great 
and 


. 


and good prince, labouring, with an uni- 
form deſign, to ſecure and perpetuate the 
deareſt liberties of mankind; amidſt the dan- 
gers of war, the tumults of ſedition, and the 
murmurs of baſe ingratitude and diſcon- 


tent. 


Evxx will it be an illuſtrious teſtimony to 
his patriot concern for mankind, and com- 
mand our veneration of his memory, that 
by him was ſecured the ſucceſſion in the il- 
luſtrious houſe of Hanover, whoſe rule hath 
been the greateſt honour and happineſs to 
theſe kingdoms. | 


Fox GeEoRGE I. was one of the wiſeſt and 
beſt of princes. One who deeply entered 
into thoſe ſalutary meaſures of government 
which have the people's welfare for their 
baſis. To preſerve the civil and religious 
rights of his ſubjets; to promote and 
ſtrengthen the cauſe of proteſtantiſm, and, 
by the influence of his councils, to maintain 
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the peace of Europe; were the great deſigns 
which glowed in his breaſt, and directed 
FX his meaſures with unſhaken ſteadineſs and 
vigour. FF 


AND can malice herſelf ſuggeſt, can fac- 
tion unblufhing utter a reproach againſt nN 
whoſe remains were this week followed by 
the long train of ſorrow to the grave! 


Tax greateſt monſters of barbarity have 
been exalted in lying lays, and venal pane- 
gyrics. Tho Louis XIV. of France was a 
Nxxo in rapaciouſneſs and cruelty, yet har- 


mony was taught to grow wanton in his 
praiſe, and rhetoric exhauſted her powers 
on the ſervile theme. Nay James I. that 
* «© weak prince and bad man,” (as he is 


8 WETIET 


* See the portrait of this monarch by HaRR1s, This 
author hath alſo publiſhed the life of CHARLES I. drawn 
from original writers and ſtate- papers: and both pieces 
are very valuable, for the diligence, fidelity, and clearneſs 
of the hiſtory, and the ſpirited remarks that run through 


* 


them in the cauſe of univerſal liberty. ; 
| FR. now 
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now univerſally allowed to be) was by 'a 
baſe tribe of courtiers, and ambitious prieſts, 
celebrated as the Solomon of his age. Truth, 
impartial rigorous truth, collects unfading 
wreaths for our deceaſed ſovereign. As his 
reign, by an indulgent Providence, was long 
continued to us; ſo the whole courſe of it 
was mark'd by the faireſt juſtice, and the 
moſt cheerful, unlimited and benign good- 
neſs : That his ſubjects, as with one hand; 
may ſubſcribe the chronicle of his excellence, 
and the annals of Europe will ſhine with 
the brighteſt luſtre, when they dwell on his 
unequalled ſucceſſes and Maa 


I REMEMBER, it was affirmed by Lens 
pus, that he did more real honour to ArLsx» 
ANDER, by repreſenting him holding a 
ſpear, than AytLLEes who, with an impious 
pencil, had drawn him in the character of 
Jove, brandiſhing the lightning of the ſky. 


Sa ' 
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80 when GroxGt II. is characteriſtically 
drawn holding the ſpear, not like Al ExAx- 


DER for the purpoſes of ambition and lawleſs 
ſuit, but to check the ravages of tyranny ; 
and pouring on the lands he conquered the 
bleſſings of his beneficence. ---- When the 
faithful copier of royal greatneſs, with a 
finer eſſay, preſents him with a roll of trea- 
ties in his hand, to which he invariably ad- 
hered ; the laws of England ſpread before 
him, the great depoſitum of liberty, and ſtan- 
dard of his rule: while peace and plenty, 
twin-ſiſters, ſcatter their favours round his 
throne, and harmony, attended by the deep 
train of arts, bends o'er her lyre to receive 
the offered ſongs of triumph - How ſupe- 
| rior the piece! and what an infinitely nobler 
pleaſure muſt ſtrike the mind from the view 
of this amiable portrait, than from ſurvey- 
ing a Turkiſh ſultan in all the blaze of eaſt- 
ern magnificence, dictating to his proſtrate 
vaſlals; or a proud BouRBoN, ſcattering 


fire, 


1 
fire, and waſting deſtruction into neighbour» 


ing ſtates [* 


As ſuch were the beauteous traits of his 
excellence, and ſuch the happineſs of thoſe 
who dwelt beneath his ſhade, it was the wiſh' 
of every heart that he might complete the' 
circle of his glory by reſtraining the fury of 
the war, and giving peace to the nations, 
But, | 


«« Death, great proprietor of all- tis his 
To tread on empires, and to quench the 
ſtars,” 


Ir hath pleaſed him by whom kings reign, 
to remove our monarch from an earthly to 
a celeſtial crown. In the midſt of triumph 
and exultation, of ſecurity and internal peace, 
this ſtroke caſt a ſudden eclipſe like midnight 


— * * T „ 


* At VerSA1LLES is a celebrated piece of Lovis 
XIV. hurling fire into the DAxusz and the RI xx. 


Over 
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aver the Britiſh hemiſphere. Yet, through 
that infinite goodneſs, which wounds only 
to heal, the ſky again is clear ; nor need we 
indulge to hope, leſs melancholy and woe. 
It is to joy and congratulation that we iſe. 
from beholding the tomb of departed great» 
neſs. | 


A Groxes ſtill lives; who, as he inhe - 
rits the honours, riſes to emulate the virtues 
of his progenitors. Born in GREAT BRI- 
Alx, carefully trained up in the knowledge 
and love of that excellent conſtitution which, 
from earlieſt life, he was directed to conſider 
as his future charge, he feels the ſtrongeſt 
tie to ſupport and ſtrengthen it. And, from 
all we can collect of his amiable diſpoſition, 
ſolid genius, and that earneſt of virtuous 


and peaceful government he hath already gi- 
ven, confidence may be taught to repoſe at 
8 | ty and hope to lift her ſteady eye to 


yet more glorious days for this favoured 


land. 8 
Mar 
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May this confidence be ripened into the 
richeſt fruits of filial loye and obedience, and 
this hope be ever exceeded by the long glories 
and proſperity of our new ſovereign's reign | 


THo' I may exceed in length, yet I ſhould 


be wanting to that reſpe& I owe the gentle- 
men, If I did not ſubjoin a few words of 
more particular application. 


And are the hopes, the privileges of Bri- 


tons peculiarly great ; immenſely yaluable, 
are the interpoſals of a kind providence for 
us, as conſpicuous, as eſſentially important, 


which, with the firſt honors of this day, the 


intelligence“ now received from our magna- 


nimous ally, indiſputably evinceth ; let it not 


be thought a piece of vanity and idle impers 


rinence, that we thus expreſs a grateful ſenſe 


of them; and how dearly we prize them. 


—̃ͤ — 
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* The victory over Daus at the battle of Ton. 
| D 


For- 


| 


| 
1 


- _— — * 
— — > 2 n * ——— — 1 — 
* — of — — — = ——_— — * 


— — y —— ¶ 
— ——᷑ ¶ — 


of ſatisfaction and praiſe. 
they, that, with a haughty air, affect to look 


Br it matter of our diligent concern for 


1 90 ) 
Forbid it ingenuity ! forbid it our future 
hopes while we reflect on theſe ſubjects 
with admiration and delight, and the heart 


beats high with a joy that hath the love of 
- goodneſs and of mankind for its motive, let 


us give our ſentiments an accordant language 
And who are 


down on aſſociations for this putpoſe, and 
to treat us with a contemptuous ſneer ? Thoſe 
only, who retaining the leaven of antient 


prejudice, envy you the bleſſings which they 


dare not openly deny. Be it Zheirs to cavil 
and ſneer in corners, at what they ought to 
approve and promote, while we are content- 


ed to know and to enjoy. 


this will be our trueſt honour and felicity, 


to a& conſiſtently with the appellation we 


aſſume; of freemen and good citizens in 


- every part of life, 


STEADI- 


CC «3 


- STEADINESS, Which is the effect of inte- 
grity, and conſiſtency, which is the conſe» 
quence of conviction, is that alone which 
gives worth and forms the beauty of cha- 
racter. If therefore your ſituation in life 
lead you to the purſuits of learning, and yow 
have a taſte for the polite arts, and the 
noble pleaſures of philoſophy and the Muſes z 
be you ſenſible, gentlemen, of the particu- 
lar and ineſtimable advantages you enjoy for 
theſe improvements: where you may exer- 
ciſe your underſtandings on any ſubje& of 
moral, civil, or philoſophic ſcience, without 
controul, and purſue your diſcoveries into 
profeſſion and practice. 


Tux government not only permits, but pa- 
tronizes and ſmiles on the moſt liberal ef 
forts of genius; ſenſible that, as its natural 
attendant, loyalty muſt keep pace with all 
juſt improvements in knowledge. 


Scoxx- 


"3: 


ScokxIN therefore a lazy inactivity, or 
{allen indifference, be it your's, gentlemen, 
to-examine impartially ; to determine frecly ; 
neither paying a ſervile ſubmiſſion to names 
however great, where evidence points out 
their error, nor ſacrificing to ſingularity un- 
det tlie garb of freedom. And, whether ye 
ſport in the flow'ry vale of fancy, with the 
finer arts, or ſearch the philoſophic grove 
for more weighty and abſtracted truth, let it 
be diſcovered how much is gained by theſe 
applications, by your free communication of 
| knowledge, and the unbounded benevolence 
and candour of your remper. 


Few, however, have much time or abili- 
ties to travel far in the fields of ſcience. Let 
thoſe of us then who have but little leiſure or 
advantage for literary improvements, remem- 
ber for our comfort, |- xn Aud 


cc Na- 
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« Nature hath ſhewn, by making it fo rare, 

That wit's a jewel which we need not wear 

Of plain ſound /enſe life's current boin is made, 
With chat we drive the moſt ſubſtantial 
trade.” 


— 


Common ſenſe, well laid out, is infinitely 
better than the moſt ſhining abilities miſim- 
proved, and much more eflential to life and 


ing. 


HicuLy commendable indeed is it, for 
every one to know ſomething of that conſti- 
tution to which he belongs, of the value of 
Britiſh privileges, and the g :nuine principles 
of proteſtantiſm ; that he may act with com- 
fort and uſefulneſs ; and treat with a juſt con- 
tempt every eſſay of faction to divide and 


make us uneaſy with each other, whether by | 
ſecret whiſpers of malice, and fly inſinuati- 


on; or in attempting our good faith with the 


politive- 
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happineſs than the proudeſt ſtores of learn» } 


(88! ) 
poſitiveneſs and * flow'ry eloquence of bolder 
declamation. 


" Tr we are deſirous of ſuch effential attain- 
ments ; if we would do honour to this inſti- 
tution, by acting from principle; it will be 
a good rule of prudence, (permit me to ſay) 
gentlemen, to zs not to throw away our little 


time for reading on the tales of wanton or 
merely frivolous amuſement ; which are, for 
the moſt part as wretchedly compoſed, as 
they are pernicious in their tendency and de- 
ſign; and may, with great juſtice, be ſtyled 


— 9 _ ; 


* The writers here perhaps may be thought to haye the 
New Hiſtory of England in his eye, which, though it aſ- 
fumes the honourable diſtinction of Compleat, is in fact de- 
ficient in the moſt eſſential articles which conſtitute a good 
hiftory. The ſtyle is rather ſuited to the idle tale of an 
Oroindates, than the chaſte ſimplicity of faithful narrative: 
and fo little appearance is there of a fegard to truth; that 
| the idle tales of his brethren, SHEBBEARE and MavustRT, 
ſtand in the ſame rank of credit with the Author, as the 
authentic documents of ſtates. . But the ſame plea, it is 
likely, which D&vYDEN offered for writing ſometimes in- 
correctly, SMOLLET may for writing wickedly, that he 
mult eat, though he lives by poiſoning otheis. 
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. | 
(as they are by one of the moſt þ elegant wri= 
ters of the age) the Poiſon of the mind. 


THosE ſubjects in which the welfare of 
mankind in common is nearly intereſted, de- 
mand, in ſome ſort, the attention of every 
individual: and thoſe authors, who treat of 
them in the moſt clear, diſpaſſionate, and 
practical way, ſhould form our little library. 


Nox will a converſe with theſe pure and 
inſtructive writers, as we have | occaſional 
opportunities, joined with the leſſons of ex- 
perience, and the free exerciſe of our under- 
ſtandings, leave us deſtitute of a good de- 
gree of knowledge, which, if not ſplendid, 
will be greatly uſeful. Sometimes too, it is 
ſeen that common abilities, and in an unfa- 
vourable ſituation, make greater acquiſitions, 
by a proper management of their little pow- 
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4 See an excellent paper in the World, « On Novels. 
| | ; Crs, 
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ers, than thoſe who are favoured by nature 
or fortune with more ſhining talents : As the 
k [| race is not unfrequently won as much by the 
q ö ſkill of the rider, as the ſpirit and agility of 
h | the animal : or, as the — makes his 
WW! fortune 3/ not who has the largeſt and moſt 
ornamented hip, but he who keeps on in his 
|| induſtrious purſuit, nor ever neglects a fa- 
vouring wind. But, whether we ſo employ 
our vacant opportunities or not, we ſhall, I 
| hope, be ambitious of excelling in the fair- 
eſt deeds 'of humanity, good-will, and mu- 
tual ſervice®.” 


SUFFER me to add one more cautionary re- 
mark, viz. That it is particularly becoming 
thoſe who have but ſlender means of infor- 
mation to avoid all raſh deciſion, and con- 


* = 


— — 4 32 m 
= —_— SS AA. SS 
> — — — 
4 
a 8 


lx is better to do ſome good than to project a great 
deal. A little practicable virtue is of more uſe to ſociety 
than the moſt ſublime theory, or beſt principles of go- 


vernment ill applied. 
Mrss ALL A to CA ro in the Dia lagues of the Dead. 
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duct in matters of public and more intricate * 


debate, leſt we act coldly in affairs of real 
moment, or grow furious with zeal, for what, 
on more ſober inquiry, we diſcover to be un- 


worthy of our regard; and ſo ſubje& our- 


ſelves to laſting infamy and remorſe. 
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Harry were it for BRITAIN, for every 


town in BRITAIN, if ſuch were the wiſdom. 


and conduct of its inhabitants. Then ſhould 


we hear no more of thoſe abſurd and impe- 


rious claims which ſome, even at this day, 


are ready to make over others; but left as - 


we are by the government to think freely, 


and to act from our own conviction, the cla- 


mor and bitter contention of party rage would 


come to an end, with all thoſe ſcenes of mad 
licentiouſneſs and revelry, which, at elections, 
like a palſy, ſhake the frame of theſe king- 
doms, and threaten its final deſtruction. 


o cLokous. proſpect O happy day! 
When wilt thou come with all thy bleſſed 
E : and 
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fl and peaceful fruits ! When the pure, the 
j Þ gentle, yet ſtrong flame of patriotiſm ſhall 
| affect every boſom, and, ſtudious to ſerve 
| our RING and CounTay by all the methods 
| 'R of honeſty and quietnefs, we ſhall live how- 
i | ever diftinguiſhed © by leſſer unimportant 


names, like brethren of the ſame grand fa- 


. mily *. --- Then ſhall we unite not only to 
= celebrate paſt deliverances, but, as we may 
{ truſt, the ſecurity and addition of every ſocial 
blefling ; and ſhall recount them with a ra- 


tional, deep-felt, 'becauſe'a virtuous joy. 


# Veritas'et pax, et amor per omnes 
Ambulet 5 ſcelus omne caſta 
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